
 6.  To the Unsaved, His Return is as a Thief in the Night 
 A “thief” comes unexpectedly without notice  - 1 Th. 5:2, Mt. 

24:42-44, 25:13, Lk. 12:20,39, 2 Pet. 3:10 
 

 7.  To the Christian, His Return is that Blessed Hope  
 Jn. 14:1-3; Tit. 2:11-13; 1 Th. 1:9-10; 1 Jn. 3:2-3 

 

V. The DISPENSATIONAL DISTINCTIONS 
 

 8.  Each Dispensation Has a Purpose in the Mind of God 
  a. Innocence  - Adam 
  b. Personal Accountability – Enoch, Noah, Abram e.  Judgment 
  c. The Law - Moses             f.   Kingdom 
  d. The Church (Age of Grace)          g.  Eternity 
 

  h. The Tribulation is a Dispensational Judgment upon Israel 

 Mt. 24:9-14 talk of the Kingdom messaging 

 Mt. 24:9, 10, 20 all relate to Israel…Not Christians 

 Mt. 24:22  The “elect” would be the Jewish elect who survive 
i.  While Trib on Earth---there is Judgment Seat & Marriage Supper/Heav 

 

V. The Promise to be Kept From the Hour 
 

Rev. 3:10  Because you have kept the word of my patience, I also will 
keep you from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

 Cmp. 1 Th. 1:10  …Jesus delivered us from the wrath to come. 

 The promise is to be kept from the hour & not only the temptation 
 

VI.  The Presence / 24 Elders in Heaven During the Tribulation 
 

 a.  Rev. 4:1  This is the beginning of the revelation to John 
 b.  Rev. 4:4  The 24 Elders are already set in their thrones 
 c.  Rev. 4:10  The Elders cast their crowns…only people had crowns 
 d.  Since Elders represent others/had to be raptured earlier 
 

VII.  The Removal of the Restrainer in 2 Th. 2:6-7 
 

a.  The Holy Spirit is the Restrainer 
b.  Holy Spirit indwells Believers @ if He’s gone…so are Believers 
c.  Holy Spirit has been building Church & restraining Satan’s plan 
d.  Holy Spirit returning to Omnipresent rather than Resident  (Jn. 14:16) 
e.  Spirit became Resident on Pentecost.  Omnipresent = Creation to Eternity 

 

 
 

 

PRE              MID             POST 

T  R  I  B  U  L  A  T  I  O  N 
 

(Prepared by Pastor Doug Cowan. Outline by Lewis Sperry Chafer. Not for reproduction) 
 

Our study in 1 Thessalonians brings us to Chapter 4 which explains 
again the process and steps of what is called the RAPTURE.  This is 
the removing of the New Testament Church from the Earth.  The 
typical three positions on when this occurs are pre-trib, indicating 
that the church is removed before the tribulation begins; mid-trib, 
which claims that the church (or part of it) goes through the first 
half of the tribulation; and post-trib, which says the church goes 
through the entire tribulation on Earth. 
 

The doctrinal position of First Baptist Church of Rochelle is that the 
Bible teaches the pre-Trib rapture of the church, which causes it to 
not come under any of the judgments of God.  The arrows on the 
graphic above indicate not only the timing of the Rapture of each 
of the positions, but also an estimated comparative number of 
adherents according to the size of the arrows. 
 

This study will look at how the Scriptures support the Pre-Trib 
position and make the other positions untenable. 



I.  The NATURE of the TRIBULATION 
 

 1.  Daniel’s 70th  Week           Dan. 9:24-27 

 Daniel’s 70 weeks is clearly a Jewish application prophecy  

 v. 24 declares the prophecy is about Daniel’s people 

 The four parts of the prophecy deal with:      
1) Finish transgression  3) Reconciliation/iniquity 
2) Make end of sins    4) Everlasting/righteousness 

 Each of the 70 weeks are a group of 7 years 

 69 weeks were fulfilled up to the cutting off of Messiah 

 The 70th week is still future.  It is for Jewish application. 

 AntiChrist is introduced in v. 27 as making a treaty with 
Israel for one week (7 yrs) and breaking it in the middle 

 The 70th week is the completion of this Jewish prophecy 

 Therefore, the Tribulation has nothing to do with the NT 
Church 

 
 2.  The Judgments Upon the Unbelieving World 

o The judgments of Rev. 6-16 are the judicial wrath of God 
upon the world for the rejection of His Son, His Word, 
and His will 

o The NT Church is not part of this world:  Jn. 15:18-19, 
17:14, 16, 1 Jn. 5:19 

o Israel has a part in the tribulational judgments because 
they are still rejecting their Messiah and are thus unsaved 

o “To demand that believers must experience the terrible 
judgment and destruction which must fall on unbelievers 
is to do violence to every feature of the saving grace of 
God”.  Lewis Sperry Chafer, p. 365. 

o Therefore, the tribulational judgment of the world has 
nothing to do with the NT Church 

 
II.   The NATURE of the CHURCH 
 

It is unthinkable that a Holy, righteous God would allow, or force, 
His children and His Bride to be placed in the judgments of wrath. 
 

 3.  The Children of God  
 Eph. 1:5 Christians are adopted into the family of God 
 Rom. 5:1 Believers are already perfectly justified forever 
 Rom 8:1 There is now no condemnation… 
 Jn. 3:18  He that believes on Him is not condemned… 
 Jn. 5:24  …has everlasting life/not come into condemnation 

 

 4.  The Bride of Christ              Eph. 5:24-27 

 v. 25  Christ loved the Church & sacrificed His life for it 

 v. 26  Christians are cleansed by faith in His Word 

 v. 27  Spots & wrinkles are removed by His sacrificial work 
 

If some think the Church can go through part of the Tribulation 
because “it’s not really that bad” must consider the Lord’s words”:  
Mt. 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  22  
And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved, but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 
 

III. The LAST GENERATION of the CHURCH 
 

 5.  Why is it any different from all the other Generations? 
 Example:  If there are 3 generations each century.  That 

would be 21 centuries since the birth of Christ.  That would 
therefore be 63 generations plus/or/minus since 
Christianity began to be published.   

 Why then, does that last generation of Christians have to go 
through such terrible and devasting destructions as that last 
generation would have to….if the Church is not raptured 
first? 

 There have been persecutions and judgments against 
Believers in every generation, but these have been by men.  
The Tribulation of Revelation is a judgment from God. 

 The Church of that generation will not be judged in that wrath. 
 
 

IV. The IMMINENT RETURN of CHRIST (in the air) 
 The imminent return of Christ was the expectation of every 

generation since the Apostolic ministry. 


